
��������	������
���������	������
���������	������
���������	������
�� ���
�
�
�����������	��� � � � 
����
���
���������� � � � 
��������

�

�

�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
� � �

� �

� �
�
�

�
�
� �

�

�

�

�

�

����������	��
�	����
������������	������������������ ������������������������ �
!������!�	����"������#� �� $��

� � � � � � � � �� � � � � 	 � � 
 	 �� � �

Hello Huntley Heat Parents and Players, 
It’s hard to believe that this is our 5th season.  We 
started with 4 teams; we are now at 19 teams that also 
include a men’s and women’s over 30 teams.  We have 
over 230 players and approximately 180 families. 
I would first like to thank Laurie Larsen for our second 
Donnelly’s Wild West Event.  We had over 225 people 
and only one broken table.  I would also like to thank 
George Mihalopoulos for his great presentation at the 
parents meeting and to all the parents that attended.  I 
know I have a better appreciation for the game after the 
meeting. 
The Huntley Heat has made some very large strides in 
its short existence.  We now have a very successful 
Sparks Soccer Academy which just finished its second 
session this fall.  We had over sixty 5-7 year olds 
participate in the two�sessions.  
 
Continued on page 2 
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U9 Co-Ed team for taking 1st Place in the Elgin Back 
to School Classic.�
U-12 Girls for taking 1st Place in the Palatine Celtic 
Cup with a record of 5-0! 
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The U10 Boys Black team had an exciting start to the 08-
09 season.  With a 4-2-3 record going into the last game of 
the season, it looks like the team has locked Third Place 
for the fall season.  Both tie games came down to the 
wire.  Considering they have jumped a few divisions, this is 
quite a feet!  Coach and Trainer, Brain Fairwood has 
worked diligently with the boys this season on corner kicks, 
overlaps, crossing, and shooting.  It is wonderful to watch 
the boys pass accurately and move the ball around the 
field.  All the boys have learned new skills this season as 
we move into indoor.  One highlight of the fall season was 
when Adam Smiley took a corner kick that connected with 
Jack Bessey's head and went right into the opponents net!  
Just that week at practice Coach Brian had promised ice 
cream for the whole team if the kids where able to execute 
a move like this.  Thanks for the run to Dairy Mart coach!  
GO HEAT! 
�
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Progress, Progress, Progress!  Our team of four girls 
and five boys continues to grow and progress well each 
week.  We experienced the challenges of being a young 
team in the first two  games of the Barrington Classic 
tournament, but rebounded well to win an exciting final 
game.  The beginning of our Fall season has shown how 
quickly young players learn.  Our last two regular season 
games have been our best, with each player becoming 
more involved in the game.  The smiles and excitement 
these young players bring is very refreshing 
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Continued from page 1 
 
I would like to thank Brian and Kelly Fairwood, and Kelly’s 
sister Lisa Phillips for running the Sparks Soccer Academy.  
Look to our web site in the early spring for dates for the 
spring session. 
The club has hired George Mihalopoulos as its Director of 
Training (DOT)  For those of you who don’t George, he has 
an extensive background in soccer and has been bringing 
some great ideas to club to help it expand its player base 
and to increase our current players soccer skills.  George 
has been having keeper training and is currently 
attempting to put together a boys High School aged team. 
The HTSA is also planning a few upcoming events that are 
still in the works.  The first is a Soccer Marrowathon.  This 
will be held sometime this late spring and will be a 24 hour 
soccer event.  The second is a summer 3-v-3 tournament. 
With the growth of the club also come problems.  The first 
problem we have encountered is a lack of space to hold 
indoor practices.  As most of you know School District 158 
has started to charge $180.00 an hour to rent a gym for 
practices.  This was found out after our budget was set 
and we never giving any warning to this massive increase.  
Needless to say using the schools gyms is a thing of the 
past.  We are looking to make some changes next year to 
correct this problem.  Another concern I have had parents 
ask about is lack of communication between the club and 
teams.  The club is currently looking at purchasing a phone 
tree package.  This would allow the club to have a 
recorded message sent to every member in the club at one 
time.  This would be used for game or practice 
cancellations, reminders to upcoming events etc. 

As a final word I would like to add that I have been 
involved with this club since its second year.  I can 
honestly tell you all that my best friends are all within this 
club.  When Laurie Larsen told me that I needed to invite 
all my friends to the Donnelly’s event, I thought about it 
and I told her that all my friends are all ready going.  My 
family now vacations with other families in the club, we go 
out to eat or spend weekends with other families in the 
club, and my children’s birthday parties are with their team 
mates.  The last four Super Bowl Parties have been at 
families within the club, summer pool parties, Wisconsin 
Dells trips, golf outings; I can go on like this for along time.  
If you get nothing else out of the travel soccer experience 
you should make an effort to get to know the other families 
on your child’s team.  I have talked to parents who played 
travel soccer when they were our children’s ages and what 
I hear time and time again is that their best friends played 
on their club teams.  Our children might not make the 
Olympic soccer team but they will be standing up in each 
others wedding and they will be God Parents to each 
others children.  I hope that all of you get the same 
experience out of this club that I have gotten.  Remember 
that this club is getting bigger and better but it still has 
problems.  This club is run by volunteers and if you see a 
problem instead of complaining about it try to find a 
solution to fix it and get involved.  The Huntley Heat Travel 
Soccer Association is always looking for volunteers.  We 
have a board meeting the first Tuesday of every month in 
the north classroom at the Huntley Park District.  I hope to 
see you all there.  Thank You, John Galason 847-302-
1250,  ilvikingjsg@comcast.net   
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The U11 Girls red team is a new team for the Heat 
Coached by Bill Heiden.  The team is composed of 12 
players ranging in ages from 9 to 11 year olds. Two bring 
past travel experience to the team, four played on the 
same rec team in 2007-08 team and the others are 
composed of former rec players some who played 
together from the area.  For this young team and the goal 
is to learn essential skills in ball handling and applying 
these skills to individual development along with team play. 
The start of the season has been a challenge for them with 
only one tie to 4 loses, but progress is slowly being made 
as our September 28th game showed them playing 
perhaps their best half of any game of the season, after a 
tough first half. Now after facing all the teams in their group 
once, they should be bette r prepared as to what to expect 
going forward.    We look forward to our fist tournament the 
Columbus Cup. The team is not short on talent and 
potential and with patience, time and work with the help of 
our trainer Vitor this group will improve and develop into a 
fine team.   
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The U-12 girl’s team started the fall with two 
tournaments before the season started.  The first was 
the Back-To-School Tournament in Elgin the weekend of 
Aug 16th & 17th.  After a change in schedule late Friday 
night, the team was moved up a division to balance the 
number of teams in the brackets.  The girls tied both 
games on Saturday and won their first game Sunday 
morning.  That win put them into the final championship 
game in the afternoon.  They lost that game by a score 
of 0-4 and settled for 2nd place.  Not a bad way to start!  

The second tournament for this team was The Palatine 
Celtic Cup on Labor Day weekend.  They won their first 
game against an Eclipse team with a score of 2-0, and 
also won the second game against the Cary Defenders 
with a score of 1-0.  Sunday they started their day 
against the Chicago Magic and also won that game by a 
score of 2-1.  That win put them into the semi-final to be 
played later that night, which they played another Eclipse 
team and won with a score of 4-2.  That win qualified 
them to play the championship game on Monday.  Upon 
arriving at the field Monday morning, we were greeted 
with a very hot and humid mid-day.  The game was at 
high noon, like a western showdown.  It was a tough 
game for both teams.  At the end of regulation, the score 
was tied 1-1.  Then we went to two overtimes, still the tie 
remained unbroken.  The next step was a shootout.  The 
parents on the sidelines were very anxious and nervous 
and confident that this team could pull it together when it 
mattered most, and they did!  They won the shootout by 
a score of 4-2.  We didn't even need our last shooter.  
After many cheers and tears, the girls made it to the 
awards tent to receive their much deserved trophies.     
The fall season has since started and is a work in 
progress.  They moved up to the "B" division and right 
now they have a record of 2-3-1.  We all look forward to 
finishing the season on a high note. 

Stay tuned and watch this team continue to gel and 
reach their potential of being a dominant team in the 
Northwest Suburbs! 

�
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All 12 players are Awesome young ladies that each 
brings their own special talents to the team.   Their 
creativity is amazing!   They are fearless is their pursuit 
to try and perfect their new skills.  You can feel the 
excitement these young ladies bring to each practice and 
game.  They continue to make huge team and individual 
improvements each week.  We have an excellent mix of 
new and experienced travel soccer players.  The 
progress in our first three games has been tremendous.  
As we proceed with the rest of our regular season and 
participate in our first tournament, we look forward to 
growing as both individuals and as a team!  These young 
ladies will be providing many memorable moments for 
years to come! 
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The U-13 Girls Red team saw many changes take place 
from last year to this season.  I would like to welcome 
Holly, Ellie, Emily, Olivia, and McKenzie, and your 
families to our team.  We finished last year at 6-3, good 
enough to move us to the C division.  
We started this year by attending the Elgin Back to 
School Classic, where we finished with a 1-2 record and 
played well.  Even though we were missing several girls, 
they played well and had fun.  Our fall season was 
officially underway!  As a way to kick off the season, 
Coach Tom arranged for our girls to use what team 
monies we had left over from last season and we went 
shopping.  What every girl likes to do, although this 
shopping was� for food and non-perishable items for 
three local shelters.  So several girls and several parents 
spent an evening at Woodman's and bought over $400 
in items to be distributed among the shelters.  Coach
Tom then delivered the much-needed items to the 
different shelters.  Thanks Tom for your efforts in 
organizing this great service project for our team.  Great 
job girls!   
��

�

The next big change for our team came in the form of a 
new trainer.  We are very lucky to have the services of 
George Mihalopoulos, head trainer for the Club.  
George, welcome to the team, and I look forward to 
working with you and watching our team grow. 
  
Our girls have been working hard in their training 
sessions and many have also been participating in a 
speed and agility course at Going Vertical here in 
Huntley.  George and I have seen steady growth with the 
girls, albeit slower at times than we wish, we will become 
better soccer players by year’s end.  We started the 
season 0-2, but have played improved soccer with each 
passing half.  With many new players, we will have 
growing pains, but George and I are confident our girls 
will continue to improve and that our team will improve 
as the result of their hard work and effort.  Keep up the 
good work girls and we will have continued growth and 
success. 
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12015 Mill St 
Huntley, IL 60142 

Phone: (847) 669-3180 
Fax: (847) 669-2836 

Email: info@huntleyparks.org 
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To learn more about Diamond 
Marketing Solutions and how we can 
help you achieve the direct marketing 
results you’re looking for, contact us 

today by e-mail or phone: 
 

info@dmsolutions.com 
1.630.570.6010�
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The boys got off to a great start, finishing 2nd in the 
Barrington Classic, playing in a U13/14 division.  They 
lost in the championship game in close, competitive 
game despite the clear disadvantage in size. 
Moving up to the Red 2 division in the YSSL, they then 
started strong winning there first two games before 
falling into a slump, losing 6.  The boys finished strong, 
winning their last two games, finishing 4-6 good enough 
for 4th place in an 8 team division.  The boys are used 
to winning but the coaches believe this tough season 
will make them a stronger team.   Their spirits are high 
and they continue to work hard in practice.  Their goal 
is carry their strong finish into the indoor season. 
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The U13 Girls Black team finished a remarkable 2008 
by completing the Fall season with a perfect 10-0 
record.  This followed a Spring season in which the 
girls finished with an 8-0-1 record, giving up only one 
goal.  They have not lost a league game since the Fall 
2007.  In 2008, the girls shut their opponents out 14 
times in 19 games. 
The girls began the Fall with their typical stingy 
defense over the Labor Day weekend by participating 
in the Palatine Celtic Cup Tournament.  Although the 
girls had a 2-0-1 record, giving up zero goals, their 
goal differential was not enough to get them into the 
playoffs.  A big reason for the team’s success in 
shutting other teams out is the always improving stud 
goalkeeper, Jessica Galason.  When asked to 
describe her talents Galason said, “I am a brick wall.  
Just try and get by me!!” 
The Fall season was full of close games.  Five of the 
ten victories came because of goals within the last 8 
minutes of the game.  It shows that the girls’ attacking 
style of offense and never-say-die attitudes was the 
margin of victory this season.  Delaney Loprieno said 
it best when she admitted, “our coaches are so 
wonderful. Where would we be without them?” Well 
said. 
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